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A United India: The Access To Global Stability 

 

             A unified India could be the key to world stability. When United States of America, the 

oldest democracy and the leader of the free world, needs to balance the World’s geopolitical 

forces, the best solution could be to unify the Indian sub continent. If the people of India, who 

are part of the largest democracy in the world, choose to go back to India’s pre-independence 

borders and make the country part of the NATO alliance, the free world could then have the 

lasting global peace and security it desires. The reality is that political and social independence is 

rendered ineffective without economic freedom, as most countries depend on resources like 

energy from other parts of the world. Resources, such as oil and natural gas, are plenty in central 

Asia and the Persian Gulf. The challenge is not only the control of these resources but also 

protection and transportation of these resources to their intended market. The United States and 

the free world could have the much needed geopolitical, military and economic vantage point if 

the Indian subcontinent could function geopolitically and economically under one flag. If the 

West could help sow the right seeds to unify India through initiatives like the South Asian 

Association of Regional Cooperation (SAARC), this once united historical region could be 

instrumental in creating lasting peace the free world desires. 

             Unification skeptic, Dr Barkat Charania, a leading South Asian philanthropist thinks that 

the possibility of a united India is very unlikely. The word India is derived from the word Indus, 

which is a river that runs through modern day Pakistan. Pakistan, Sri Lanka, India, Kashmir, 

Maldives, Burma and Bangladesh were once as a single country. India has endured roughly 300 

years of British and 800 years of Muslim rule under relatively calm and peaceful conditions. 

Many question about the reliability of India as a predictable ally to the West. But in its 3000 



B.C.E. recorded history, India has never militarily invaded any country. The West can trust India 

as the people of that region share a culture which is open to freedom and democracy. Indians 

have more in common with the West ideologically and historically than the communists and 

socialists. Moreover, India’s younger population is open to new ideas and aspires to a have a 

western living standard.  

             Wealth is another important reason to have a unified Indian economy. India’s economy 

is among the most ancient and yet modern. With a combined purchasing power parity that could 

equal the west by 2020, a united India could make perfect economic sense for western 

companies. With nearly 1.7 billion people, India will become the single largest market in the 

world. According to Hans Rosling, a Swedish statistician, 2048 AD is when the Indian 

subcontinent will catch up to the West in all areas of growth and development. The economic 

rise of India is the most outstanding development of this century and perhaps our most important 

opportunity. To keep the Indian Union viable, strategies of economic and political governance 

can be modeled economically and politically after the European Union and The United States of 

America. If India were to unite and revert to its pre-independence borders, it would significantly 

enable a free flow of ideas, capital, trade, services and people hence making the country more 

efficient and functional. With the West collaborating with India through military, politics,  

technology, infrastructure development and education, this region could be the stabilizing factor 

in world trade and a great return on any foreign investment.  

               For the last 1,000 years the West has clashed with Islam. But interestingly, the Muslims 

are more theologically aligned with the Judeo Christian culture than communism or fascism. 

India has a long and deep Muslim history, with the support of nearly 600 million Muslims, 



accounting for one third of the world’s 1.6 billion Muslims. The new unified India will become a 

country with the largest Muslim population, which could bring the West a strategic majority 

advantage in the Muslim world politics. With the support and good will of the Indian Muslims, 

the West could woo other Muslims to follow suit. This could be the perfect opportunity for the 

free world to win the hearts and minds of the Muslim world and Influence the rest of the Muslim 

world. 

           There is a growing concern about the future structure of the global geopolitical power and 

how this balance will play out for the free world. No one in the free world has any appetite for 

another cruel Mao or Stalin like regime. As power is shifting in Asia, the tension between the 

democratic world and the Communist world is reminiscent the cold war era. China and Russia 

are now politically and militarily flexing their muscles to compete for the same resources on 

which our society depends. They continue to undermine are interest and security by supporting 

and arming rogue states like North Korea, Pakistan and Iran with nuclear weapons. Many 

incidents have been reported where China and Russia have supplied deadly weapons to many 

terrorist groups to attack and destabilize areas where western financial interests lie. China and 

Russia are not real democracies, and their political system is repressive and draconian when it 

comes to human rights, the environment and basic freedom. In his book, The Elephant and the 

Dragon, Robyn Meredith writes “Accusations that China is a giant sweatshop are not entirely 

groundless. Violations of worker rights and safety conditions are common place. Even though 

conventional economic theory suggests that the global population should benefit from this 

emergence as China invests around the world, not everyone wins.” Reports indicate that 

competition from Chinese imports is putting Africans and western workers out of work. In a 

recent article published in Time magazine, Fareed Zakaria mentions that some of the claims of 



unfair Chinese competition have substance, as many Chinese companies have built their 

assembly lines with financing from the decrepit state-supported banking system. As many of 

such loans look a great deal like a discreet government subsidy, this is a clear violation of 

international trade rules. With so many challenges at hand, a united India seems to be our option, 

this could counter balance repressive regimes in Asia. 

                      In short, the West can no longer afford to ignore India. If a united India could work 

in the past then it could work in the present too. The fast growing young educated Indians no 

longer care about the nationalistic, ethnic and religious boundaries of the past and are ready to 

embrace the new future which can enable them to be at par with their western counterparts. 

Indians want to address common external threats and internal issues like standardization, 

taxation, good governance and foreign policy. The Indian people have a need for their region to 

come under one political and economical system. Transitioning back to its pre-independence 

borders may pose initial challenges but unifying the Indian subcontinent would be relatively 

easy, as they are already culturally very similar. The people on the Indian subcontinent already 

enjoy the same kind of movies and music, and they have similar spiritual, sporting and political 

role models. Customs, cuisines, culture, trade values, and consensus on family upbringing are 

nearly identical, and this transition would not be a huge challenge. Hence, a unified India could 

be the key to a safe, secure and stable world for all of us. 

 

 

 


